Hi, I’m Annie Davis, I’m from Lomega 4-H club and my presentation today is How to be a Pet Paparatzi – Making your Small animal Photos Really Hop.

Learning to photograph your small animals is important for several reasons.

The first one is if you are selling your animals, in my case rabbits, a picture is worth a thousand words. Once when we had just taken some really great photos, I sold all of my for sale bunnies within two weeks.

Another reason you should learn to take good photos is that you can enter them in the fair. Photography is a great companion project for any animal project. You always have a subject you love for your  photos.

Taking photos also helps you document your project. Its great to look back and see how much you’ve advanced, how the animals have changed, or what a really great show animal looked like when it was just a baby, so you can be watching for that next really great show animal.

And finally, it is a lot of fun!

Some things to help you succeed in great photos are:

First set your scene

You need to pick a non reflective background.

These are two photos taken of  my prize wining bunny at the fair. In the photo taken at the fair, the shiny tarp reflects back and its hard to tell what that is sitting on the table. In the second photo taken at home, we used a blue flannel sheet for the backdrop and it looks much better.

Don’t make your main subject blend in with the background- try to place it somewhere with some contrast. 

If you have props available- use them- A few flowers, a log all make for great photos.

Get up close!

Try to stay level with your subject unless you are trying to show a spotting pattern on your animals back

You don’t have to get the whole animal in there to make a great photograph

Staying close will really help the subject pop out of the photograph. Here are two photos of the same rabbit and scene, see how you really notice the bunny in the second one?

Keep it steady!

You need to keep your hands still while holding the camera. A tripod is very useful for this. Small animals are wiggly enough without your camera wiggling too! If you don’t have a tripod try leaning up against something or resting your camera on something.

Find your Focus!

Some cameras have different settings. Try a close up setting or a portrait setting that blurs the background. The first will give you great detail, and the second will make your subject really stand out.

See the Light!

Natural light is always the best. It is really good on an overcast afternoon- that way you have natural light without getting so much it makes your subject bleached out. If it is a sunny day when you are taking pictures try to do it in the shade. 

Different types of light will affect color. Florescent or incandescent bulbs may alter natural colors- to compensate some cameras will have a “white balance” setting that you can choose.

Sometimes a flash is essential, especially on dark animals, but if the regular flash is a little to bright try taping tissue paper over the flash to dilute it. 

Find a Friend!

Outdoor pictures are great, but trying to herd the animals isn’t. Always find a friend to help you.

