Selecting a Rabbit for show

Some universal disqualification’s among breeds

Toenails that are not matched in color- if your dark colored bunny has a white toenail it will be disqualified. Broken may have toenails that are not all the same color IF they match on corresponding feet- if the left front dewclaw is white then the right front dewclaw also has to be white.

Toenails(toes) that are missing  There should be 5 on the front feet and 4 on the back.

Rabbits shown as breeding stock must be breedable- no neutered rabbits. A junior buck must show BOTH testicles or NO testicles, if only one is descended he is not showable. A senior buck must have both.

Malocclusion- or “wolf teeth” – the front teeth should overlap the bottom teeth. Teeth that butt together or bottom teeth that overlap the top teeth are a disqualification.

Check color description as according to the ARBA Standard of Perfection  book. Off colored eyes or the wrong color fur can be a disqualification. http://www.fortune3.com/ARBA2007/Publications-Standard_of_Perfection_2006_2010_edition.html
Some breeds color/markings is a MAJOR amount of the points (ie Dutch rabbits, English Spot, Harlequin, Checkered Giants)
Ask to see the pedigree- if you want to breed your rabbit you will want at least 3 generations (back to great grandparents)

Buy from a reputable breeder NOT at a local auction, pet store, or farm supply unless you are sure of what you are looking for. 
Most of those rabbits at these venues are being “petted out” for a reason. Expect to pay $25-75 for a good quality rabbit. You can buy good breeding stock for $50. Many states are currently requiring youth to raise their own “meat pen rabbits”. The up side of a rabbit project is a rabbit may have a show life of years rather than one season, in addition to being able to be bred to produce their own replacements.
ARBA Disqualifications from Competition

General

• Abscesses

• Tumor or abnormal

swelling 

• Rupture or hernia

• Overweight for breed

• Underweight for

breed

• Dying, plucking,

trimming to alter

appearance

Ear

• Ear canker

• Illegible tattoo

• Tattoo not in left ear

• Ears carried below

horizontal in regular

eared breeds*

• Torn ears

Eye

• Abnormal eye

discharge

• Blindness in one

or both eyes

• Off-colored eyes 

• Unmatched eyes 

• Spot or specks

on eye

• Marbling 


Skin

• Mange

• Fungus growth

• Scabby condition

Nose

• White purulent

nasal discharge

Genitalia

• Split penis

• Only one testicle

• Wrong sex

Legs

• Crooked legs

Teeth

• Malocclusion 

(buck or wolf teeth)

• Missing or broken

teeth

Breast

• Pigeon breast

(a narrow chest

with prominent

“V” protruding breast bone)

Hocks

• Sore hocks showing

infection or bleeding 


Tail

• Tail set permanently

out of line

• Screwtail or bobtail

Toenails

• Missing toenails

including dewclaw

• Unmatched toenail

on the same foot

• White toenails on

colored breeds 

Fur

• Foreign spots

• White spots in

colored animal (not a broken colored animal- which is allowed in some breeds- check SOP)
• Wrong undercolor

for breed 

• Excessive white

hairs in colored

section

Belly

• Pot belly 

Vent

• Vent disease

