Lets get hoppin’ to the show

Getting ready for a rabbit show actually begins several weeks before the show.

Select the rabbit that you are going to take to the show- check them over for Disqualifications. Make sure they haven’t lost any toenails and their tattoo in their left ear is legible. Check the rabbit for ear mites, and to make sure the teeth don’t have malocclusion. 

Feel over their backbone to make sure they aren’t too fat or too thin. You should be able to feel individual backbone, with a rounded covering to them. Sharp bone protrusions means the rabbit needs more feed, if they bones aren’t distinct then the rabbit is too fat and you should cut back their feed, or switch them over to more grass hay and less pelleted ration. 

At this point you should also start grooming the rabbit for show- especially if it is a long-haired breed. Much grooming work can be avoided simply by keeping the cages clean. With Long haired breeds a show blower can help with grooming chores, by bringing small tangles to the surface. You do not want to overgroom your rabbit. Doing so can cause loss of hair density. Short haired breeds will need a light touch up with a slicker brush and rubbing them with dampened hands to remove loose hair.

A day or so before the show you will want to prepare the travel cages for your rabbits. Most shows are “container” shows and you will need a wire cage with a pan that will keep the rabbit clean and catch any droppings.

Check your cages to make sure that the latches are in good working order, and there are no sharp edges that might injure your bunnies.

Prepare the cages by putting absorbent material in the tray below and fastening it securely to the wire part of the cage. You can use pine shavings (but not cedar), shredded paper, paper towels, newspaper, etc.

Obtain travel size food and water containers for  your cage- a show is an all day event and it its much less stressful on the rabbit if they are not off their feed.

Now it is time to pack your showbox!

First pack food and water from home- we use an empty milk or juice jug to carry water. Many rabbits will stop drinking if the water is different than what they are used to. A bit of hay, or a special treat like cherrios or shredded wheat will keep bunny busy and happy.

Get your grooming tools. A slicker brush, toenail trimmers, and a matt comb are necessary in our box. We also like an open tooth comb for long haired bunnies and a bulb tipped pin brush.

Pack a spray bottle of water and of disinfectant. We use Vanodine as a disinfectant because you can spray down the whole bunny after it is removed from the show table, making less chance of bringing a disease back to your rabbitry. The water is useful for dampening your hands to remove loose hair or settling down static in a frizzy bunny.

Bring your business cards and pedigrees for any Bunny you think you may even POSSIBLY want to sell. It is so much easier than trying to keep track of where to send the pedigree after it is purchased. 

Pack old towels, and paper towels. There are always accidents, if you are grooming a bunny in your lap make sure to set a towel down first. A package of wet wipes are nice too.

If you have a grooming table, bring it OR you can use a sample square of carpet set on top of your carrying cage as a grooming table.

Extras you can pack if you have room are

Playing cards or travel games

Snacks or money for snacks

Folding Chairs

An extra set of clothes in case of an accident.

Make sure you have the appropriate entry forms with you if you were not required to send them in ahead of time. Most state fairs will require advance entry- up to two months ahead of time. Plan ahead! Finally, it makes life much easier if you fill out your comment cards BEFORE you get to the show.

The morning of the show load your bunnies in their travel cage and  you will be ready to “get hopping to the show!”

