Hi, my name is Annie Davis, and I’m from Kingfisher Co. 4-H. My presentation today is titled, “Here Comes Peter Cottontail: Getting on the Right Bunny Trail.” 
Every year, you see them in your local feed store. Right between the pet supplies and the little, peeping chicks. Their whiskered little noses twitch at you from inside the hutch. They’re tiny! They’re adorable! They’re furry! What wouldn’t make a better pet for a small child?  One look at the rabbit, people fall in love with them and take them home, without realizing the care and effort you are taking home as well. There are many things people think they know about the care of rabbits, and just as many things they don’t know but they should before they add one of these fluffy members to their family. 
One of the first mistakes people make when they get a rabbit is that they get it too young. A common thought I hear is, “That little baby rabbits bond with you better!” This is not true. Often, in puppy mill like operations, rabbits get sold to feed stores at around 4 weeks old, and sometimes younger. Because the bacteria necessary to help digest solid food doesn’t fully develop until around 8 weeks, this often proves fatal. The busiest time of the year for my rabbit business is about two weeks after Easter, when parents are calling me, desperate for a replacement bunny. The first thing they always request it another baby. It often takes me a little while to convince them I won’t sell them less than 8 weeks and prefer not to sell until 12, and that this is ultimately the best choice for the health of the rabbit. Another pro to getting an older rabbit is that its personality is more developed. Just like people, rabbits go through a rebellious “teenage stage.” Also like people, rabbits have their own personalities, and they will usually be fully developed by the time they are six months old.

 Yet another mistake many people make is that their rabbit needs a friend. After all, how can you get cuter than one little bunny? Two little bunnies! But again, this is often not true. Rabbits are usually solitary animals. Two does, which is the term for females, might be able to live together if they’ve been raised together, but will need to be separated if one is expecting or has kits. Two bucks, on the other hand, while usually fight after they are about 4 months old living together. This could result in bites, scratches, loss of hair from having it pulled out by its roomie, and in more serious cases, loss of parts of ears, tail, or possibly even eyes. And of course, when a buck and a doe are housed together upon reaching maturity if they haven’t been spayed or neutered will breed, resulting in unwanted babies. All in all, the best companion for a rabbit is you! If you take good care of them, they should be totally happy. 
It’s suppertime! Do you eat a healthy, well-balanced diet? So why shouldn’t your bunny? The “designer food” filled with treats is never the best choice for your rabbit. Do you eat candy with your dinner, because I don’t?  The food you feed your rabbit needs to have at least 17% protein. If you have a rabbit with wool, it also needs to have high fiber content. I use Purina, but there are many other different brands. Talk to a breeder and see which type they recommend. If you ask the feed store where you are considering buying your rabbit from and they cannot suggest a brand, you might want to think twice before buying your rabbit there. 
This is not all your rabbit will need to eat. It is a good idea to give your rabbit hay about once a week, if not more often. Usually, good horse quality hay will suffice. Alfalfa will not work because it is too rich for the rabbit’s digestive system. One of the most popular types of hay for rabbits is Timothy. I have fed this in the past, but currently I am feeding Timothy Teff.  Again, a good rabbit breeder should be able to recommend a good hay type. 
So we’ve covered the basics on feeding. But what about treats? I mean, everybody deserves one every once in a while, am I right? Many of the treats assumed to be good for rabbits are actually not very healthy and can be deadly if consumed in large enough quantities.  First let’s talk about carrots. Carrots are the stereotypical rabbit food. These are actually okay for the bunnies, providing they are served in about two inch pieces at a time and then no more than two a day. Lettuce is another thing that people often give to their rabbit. This is usually not okay. Because of the high water content, this often upsets their stomachs and messes with their digestive tract. Something you should never feed your rabbit is any fruit with a pit in it. This contains cyanide, a poison which is deadly to rabbits. You should also never feed them any dairy products. You can feed them unsprayed dandelion leaves, unsalted sunflower seeds, non-frosted mini wheats, and cheerios.  If you aren’t sure you should feed it to your rabbit, don’t. It’s better safe than sorry.
Rabbit’s teeth are growing constantly. As a result, they are almost constantly chewing on things. RABBITS CANNOT BE TRAINED NOT TO CHEW ON THINGS. It just can’t be done. What you can do is provide things for them to chew on. Sticks that come from a mulberry tree or any non-pit-containing fruit tree should suffice.  If their teeth are allowed to grow without control, they may develop malocclusion, when the bottom teeth go over the top teeth. Besides being a disqualification from show, this can cause problems while eating and drinking.   
Another assumption is that, “My dog needs a bath, so why not a rabbit?” This is generally a bad idea. Giving them a bath can send them into shock. If you keep up cage maintenance and groom them, they should stay fairly clean. Rabbits, like cats, groom themselves. If they do happen to get something on them, a washcloth with warm water should suffice for cleaning them.

I love my rabbits. I saved for quite a while to buy them, and even though I studied considerably more than most, it was a shock to me when I learned how much work they really are. Though they have been difficult, they have paid me back, both in money and in spirit, ten-fold.
